
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Information Brochure  

Stars Class 

Nursery Class for children 2yr 9 m to 4 years 

 



Our aims and vision 

The Early Years are the most formative of a child’s life.  We want your child to enjoy 

coming to school, because if your child is happy and secure they will develop, learn and 

flourish. 

Our aim is to  

 create an inviting environment where all children feel happy, stimulated, safe 

and valued.  

  

 to plan opportunities for your child to develop their skills through play, to build 

relationships and grow in confidence.   
 

 

 to ensure adults have time to supported and nurtured your child through their 

learning journey. 

 

 to build positive relationships with children and their families. 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Setting 

Stars Class is our nursery class and is part of Westoning Lower School, set within the 

school’s Early Years Unit. We have a spacious well-resourced classroom, including a wet 

floored area and purpose fitted children’s toilets with changing area.  We also have the 

use of a further spacious room, complete with kitchen for cookery and group activities. 

 We are lucky to have a lovely secure outside area, with a range of zones, including a mud 

kitchen, water play, minibeast exploration area, a playground and grass. We also have 

ample opportunity for gardening with a range of raised beds, a potting area, planting 

containers and a mini greenhouse.  A small outside classroom is also based in our summer 

house.  

As we are a school, our children are gradually introduced to the wider area, visiting 

other classes for activities as well as our school hall and library. We also have the use 

of laptops, iPads and tablets. Our Stars children arrive and leave through a separate 

dedicated entrance. 



Staffing 

At Westoning Lower School we believe that the Early Years are the most important, and 

experience has shown us that children who have a strong start make better long term 

progress. To support this we ensure that the staff working with your children are 

passionate about their role, experienced and well qualified.  

Stars Class is led by an experienced qualified teacher, who is a specialist in Early Years, 

including a PGCE in Early Years Management. She is supported by mature experienced 

team.  The core staff are all High Level Teaching Assistants that have extensive 

experience working in Early Years. All additional staff hold relevant qualifications, and 

have a wealth of experience.  All our staff are qualified first aiders. 

In addition, the children also get to work with the school’s specialist PE teacher and we 

also have a visiting pianist, who leads music sessions. 

 

 

Admissions 

In Stars Class we are able to offer up to 24 places in the morning and 16 places in the 

afternoon. We accept children from the term after they turn 2 years 9 months, at the 

beginning of January, April and September. You are always welcome to add your child’s 

name to our waiting list. 

Visits to Stars Class and the rest of our school are welcome at any time, and can be 

booked via the school office.  Before your child starts we will arrange a number of 

settling in sessions that are free of charge. Most of the children move onto Saturn 

Class (our reception class), for their first year of compulsory schooling. Please note, 

that places in Saturn Class are not automatic, and you will need to apply for a school 

place 

 

Opening Hours and Funding 

Stars Class is open during term time. 

Morning session        -   08.45 – 11.45 

Afternoon session -   12.30 - 03.30 

Lunch time                -    11.45 – 12.30.  

A packed lunch maybe brought in or a cooked school dinner is available at additional cost. 

Children eat their lunch in our school hall. 



Extended Hours 

As a school we have a before and after school club called Smiler. This is available to 

cover wrap around care between 8am and 6 pm. A leaflet with prices and further 

information is available on the school’s website. 

 

Fees 

We accept children who receive: 

 2 year old funding; 

 15 hours funding (all 3 /4 year olds) 

 30 hour funding (all 3 /4 year olds) 

 

The current hourly fees for unfunded sessions are £5.00 for 2 year olds and £4.50 for 

3 and 4 year olds. 

 

Session Request Forms 

These forms are sent out termly and can be used to book hours for Stars Class and 

Smilers. They are mandatory, as we require them to submit details to the Local Authority 

so your funding can be claimed. 

 

Uniform 

Our children wear a burgundy polo shirt and sweatshirt/cardigan, with the school’s logo.  

This is not compulsory, but it gives the children a sense of belonging and helps them not 

to spoil other clothes with paint, glue etc. All uniform can be purchased from Prestige in 

Flitwick.  We request that you put your child in bottoms that are easy for toileting.  

Sturdy shoes are required, so your child can run and play in safety. 

Your child will need a hat and sun cream (applied before school) in warm weather.  In the 

winter please ensure they have hats, gloves and a warm coat. We have wellies in school 

for outside play. 

We ask your child to bring a school bag each day (a Westoning Lower School bag is 

available from Prestige). We ask that all children bring in a water bottle contain just 

water, everyday. 

Please make sure all items are clearly named. 



Parents as Partners 

We recognise that parents are the child’s first educators, and value parent as partners 

in a child’s learning journey.  At Westoning Lower School we have an open door policy.  

Staff are available morning and afternoon for quick updates and information. If you need 

a longer chat, an appointment can always be arranged. 

Your child will bring home their learning journey book each half term.  We would be 

grateful of you would add to this at home, and return it to school.  All our children love 

looking at their journals with staff. 

 

Toileting  
 

Our purpose built toilets in Stars Class are child sized and easily accessible.  We 

encourage all our children to show independence when going to the toilet, but are 

always close on hand to support them if need.  Please ensure children come into 

school with easy to remove clothing, along with a spare set of clothes in their bags. 

However rest assured that any little accidents will be sorted out sensitively as will 

any reminders about visits to the loo. If your child is still wearing a nappy we have 

procedures in place for your child’s personal care. We will be happy to discuss this 

with you at your first visit.  

 

 

Accidents  

 
On occasions when a child has had an accident in nursery class, they will be seen by 

a qualified First Aider. The First Aider will treat and record the injury in our first 

aid book.  At the end of the day, a member of staff will speak to you about the 

accident and ask you to sign the book.  If we are in any doubt about the injury we 

will telephone you to discuss it or invite you to come into class.   

 

 

Snack 

Westoning Lower School is an accredited ‘Healthy School’. In line with this we 

offer all children in Stars Class a snack of seasonal fruit or vegetables during each 

session.  The children are also offered milk to drink at this time. Alternatively, 

they are encouraged to drink from their water bottles.  

 

 



 

Toys and Personal Effects  

 
We request that children do not bring their own toys and personal items into Stars 

Class, unless it is a necessary comforter as we cannot guarantee that they will not 

get lost. 

 

 

Medicines  

 
If your child needs medication during the school day, you may come into school to 

give the required dose. You may request that medicine is administered by staff in 

the school by completing an ‘administration of medicine’ form. The school is only able 

to accept medication prescribed by a medical practitioner and brought to school 

clearly labelled with the child’s name and dosage needed and date. All medicine must 

be handed to the school office to be stored safely 

 

Attendance/Absence  

 
If your child is away because of illness, please let the school office know by 

telephone or email on the first day. Although it is not a legal requirement of 

children attending Stars Class, we do ask that you inform of any planned absences. 

This helps to ensure we are not waiting for them to arrive.  Please note that our 

school policy is that children who had diarrhoea or sickness must stay away for a 

clear 48 hours after the last occurrence.  

 

 

Behaviour  

 
As a school we have high expectations of behaviour and promote good manners, 

politeness and respect in all situations. Across all our classes we promote our ‘Good 

to be Green’ positive behaviour scheme. This ensures that staff set out consistent, 

clear and positive expectations. 

 

 

 



     

Playing and learning 

Young children learn through play, it is their work.  We plan our curriculum around a topic 

each half term, which is split into weekly themes.  This acts as a vehicle to drive the 

children’s knowledge, development and opportunities. We aim to make sure that all of our 

children’s interests are covered over the year. A leaflet about our topic is sent home 

half termly, and our weekly school newsletter updates you about what we are up to. 

A range of role play, resources and activities are planned around each week’s topic, so 

give the children new play opportunities. Each session a focused adult led activity is 

planned, that the children are usually keen to engage in.  This allows an adult to support 

and scaffold their learning and monitor their development. 

We make the outside area available each session, and view this as an extension of our 

inside classroom, in terms of activities, learning and expectations. 

 
 

Keyworker 

All children are assigned a key worker.  Their role is to settle and support your child, as 

well as monitor their progress and development.  For one week about every half term 

your child will be a ‘focus child’. During this week your child’s keyworker will spend 

dedicated time looking at your child’s progress and plan their next steps. They will 

complete their learning journey book, which will be sent home to you to read. Once you 

have read the journal, if you have any concerns about your child’s development or wish to 

discuss it further, you are welcome to arrange a time to speak with the named key worker. 

We also ask parents to add a page to their journal, so that staff can share some of the 

lovely things children get to do at home. 

If the keyworker has any concerns about any aspect of your child’s development, they 

will speak with you or arrange for you to come into school. 

 

Sharing quality books with 

children is a priority and we 

plan in quiet time each day. 



Monitoring your child’s development 
 
The development of your child is monitored against the Early Learning Goals, which 

cover the age birth to five.  

 

There are seven areas of learning within the EYFS.  

The prime areas are:  

Communication, Language and Literacy  

o Providing opportunities to develop language  

o Speaking and listening skills as well as gaining the confidence to express themselves  

 

Physical Development  

o Giving them opportunities to develop their co-ordination and control of their bodies, 

when to be active and when not to be.  

o Helping children to understand the importance of physical activities and eating 

healthily.  

 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development  

o Supporting the children to have a positive sense of themselves and those around 

them.  

o Helping them to get along with others, develop respect and social skills.  

o Learning to manage their feelings well and believe in their unique talents and abilities.  

 

The other four areas of development are the specific areas.  

These are:  

 Literacy  

o Linking sounds and letters  

o Beginning to read and write  

o Enjoying books  
 
Mathematics  

o Developing skills and counting  

o Using numbers  

o Thinking about shapes and measures  

 
Understanding the world  

o Making sense of the community and other places  

o Finding out about other people  

o Technology  

o Our environment  

 
Expressive Arts and Design  

o Exploring and playing with different materials  

o Opportunities to share thoughts, ideas and feelings through art, music, movement, dance 

and role play.  

o Having opportunity to design things through construction and small world play.  



3 Year Check 

When your child is age 3 we will review their progress. You will receive an invitation 

from the local children’s health team to come into school for your child’s 

development check.  Your child’s keyworker will also be present at the meeting. It is 

an opportunity to discuss your child’s all round health and development, and to raise 

any concerns you may have. This multi-agency approach enables us to support their 

future learning and development effectively. If your child attends another setting 

it is the place where they spend most of their time that will carry out the meeting. 

 

School Readiness  

As a school based setting, we are really well placed to know what lies ahead for your 

child, and it is our aim to make sure they are school ready. In the terms before they 

leave Stars Class, if you child is ready, we will begin phonics with them, using Letters and 

Sounds Scheme. We will also teach them how to told a pencil correctly and begin forming 

some letters, including their name. 

If your child is continuing at Westoning Lower School after their nursery year, they will 

begin a transition program in the summer term.  This will involve several weekly visits to 

Saturn Class, where they will get to know their new classroom and teaching staff.  

 
 

 

 

 

Values  
Westoning Lower School is values based school. The promotion of these value 

across our school sets the ethos of our school, both for staff and children.   

 

 

Other Policies 

 

On the schools website – www.westoning.org, a wide range of policies 

can be found. 

http://www.westoning.org/

