
Phonics 

We would have been continuing to practice Letters and Sounds Phase 5, looking at sound families. For example - 

/igh/ spelt as /y/ /ie/ /i_e/ /i/ /eye/   

Some children will have been exposed to these sounds in their reading books, but it has not been taught directly. 

Children are familiar with using the phonics play format for teaching these sound families.  

Login on to - www.phonicsplay.co.uk  
Sign in using login – march20 /  Password -home (these detail are displayed on home page, so may change month 
to month?)  
At school we would normally do 30 minutes a day of these activities.  So, select games from suggested list, and 
have a go. 

Week 1 
 
/ow/ sound 
family  
 
Recap Phase 5 

Select Phase 5 from menu  
You can now see a range of games, simple ones to start with are- 

 Flashcards Time challenge (use Phase 5 option) – can they beat their score each time 

 Tricky trucks (Choose phase 5 All HFW) 

 Dragons Den/picnic on Pluto/buried treasure – choose revise all phase 5 or choose a 
sound to practice  

Scroll down the page further to phase 5c  

 Choose sound family /ow/ - purple  

 Play phoneme spotter can you find all the words with the /ow/ sound spelt different 
ways? 

 Play word sort – use the game and also ask the children to write the sounds on pieces of 
paper and say a word for them to practice writing on the correct piece of paper 

 Have a look at the best bet and discuss this and think of your own words that fit the 
spelling rule 

 Sentences- at the bottom of phase 5c 
Once selected there is one for every day of the week (each one has 3 sentences to 
practice their reading), starting in week 15 (click more weeks to see this) 

Week 2 
 
/oi/ sound 
family 
 
Recap Phase 5 
 

Select Phase 5 from menu  
You can now see a range of games, simple ones to start with are- 

 Flashcards Time challenge (use Phase 5 option) – can they beat their score each time 

 Tricky trucks (Choose phase 5 All HFW) 

 Dragons Den/picnic on Pluto/buried treasure – choose revise all phase 5 or choose a 
sound to practice  

Scroll down the page further to phase 5c  

 Choose sound family /oi/ - blue  

 Play phoneme spotter can you find all the words with the /ow/ sound spelt different 
ways? 

 Play word sort - use the game and also ask the children to write the sounds on pieces of 
paper and say a word for them to practice writing on the correct piece of paper 

 Have a look at the best bet and discuss this and think of your own words that fit the 
spelling rule 

Sentences- at the bottom of phase 5c 
Once selected there is one for every day of the week (each one has 3 sentences to practice their 
reading), starting in week 17 (click more weeks to see this) 

Week 3 
 
/ar/ sound 
family  
 
Recap Phase 5 

Select Phase 5 from menu  
You can now see a range of games, simple ones to start with are- 

 Flashcards Time challenge (use Phase 5 option) – can they beat their score each time 

 Tricky trucks (Choose phase 5 All HFW) 

 Dragons Den/picnic on Pluto/buried treasure – choose revise all phase 5 or choose a 
sound to practice  

Scroll down the page further to phase 5c  

 Choose sound family /ar/ - red 

 Play phoneme spotter can you find all the words with the /ow/ sound spelt different 
ways? 

http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/


 Play word sort sort - use the game and also ask the children to write the sounds on 
pieces of paper and say a word for them to practice writing on the correct piece of paper 

 Have a look at the best bet and discuss this and think of your own words that fit the 
spelling rule 

Sentences- at the bottom of phase 5c 
Once selected there is one for every day of the week (each one has 3 sentences to practice their 
reading), starting in week 18 (click more weeks to see this) 

Week 4 
 
/ear/ sound 
family  
 
Recap Phase 5 

Select Phase 5 from menu  
You can now see a range of games, simple ones to start with are- 

 Flashcards Time challenge (use Phase 5 option) – can they beat their score each time 

 Tricky trucks (Choose phase 5 All HFW) 

 Dragons Den/picnic on Pluto/buried treasure – choose revise all phase 5 or choose a 
sound to practice  

Scroll down the page further to phase 5c  

 Choose sound family /ear/ - blue  

 Play phoneme spotter can you find all the words with the /ow/ sound spelt different 
ways? 

 Play word sort sort - use the game and also ask the children to write the sounds on 
pieces of paper and say a word for them to practice writing on the correct piece of paper 

 Have a look at the best bet and discuss this and think of your own words that fit the 
spelling rule 

 Sentences- at the bottom of phase 5c 
Once selected there is one for every day of the week (each one has 3 sentences to 
practice their reading), starting in week 20 (click more weeks to see this) 

Week 5 
 
/air/ sound 
family  
 
Recap Phase 5 

Select Phase 5 from menu  
You can now see a range of games, simple ones to start with are- 

 Flashcards Time challenge (use Phase 5 option) – can they beat their score each time 

 Tricky trucks (Choose phase 5 All HFW) 

 Dragons Den/picnic on Pluto/buried treasure – choose revise all phase 5 or choose a 
sound to practice  

Scroll down the page further to phase 5c  

 Choose sound family /air/ - orange  

 Play phoneme spotter can you find all the words with the /ow/ sound spelt different 
ways? 

 Play word sort sort - use the game and also ask the children to write the sounds on 
pieces of paper and say a word for them to practice writing on the correct piece of paper 

 Have a look at the best bet and discuss this and think of your own words that fit the 
spelling rule 

Sentences- at the bottom of phase 5c 
Once selected there is one for every day of the week (each one has 3 sentences to practice their 
reading), starting in week 21 (click more weeks to see this) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Writing Practise 

We would be expecting the children to write sentences, beginning to form stories or sequences each day to keep up 

their practise.  We would correct letter formation, by asking them to have a go again at one or two letters they mis-

form (see below for where to start). We would also correct spelling of common words (see attached word mat) by 

writing them correctly for them to practice 2 or 3 times. Let your child have a go on their own, helping them recall 

their sentence if necessary.    

 

We encourage the children to choose their own sentences to write around a theme (see weekly topic leaflet for 

book ideas). Each time we write we ask the children to use capital letters at the beginning of a sentence and for 

names of people, using full stops correctly, finger spaces and cursive writing (see below for letter formation) 

 Ask your child to say their sentence out loud to you or themselves before they write it down. We encourage 

children to reread their sentence to check it makes sense and all words are in their sentence. – Children 

might need help to re-read their sentence and spot any mistakes  

 Write a sentence based of a picture prompt or a book you have been reading – see topic leaflet for book 

suggestions  

 Encourage the children to write multiple sentences usually 3-5 each time. Try and get them to sequence 

their sentences for example to form a short story.  

 We have started to use ‘and’ to create longer sentences and we also encourage children to use describing 

words to make their sentences more interesting.  

 Please do not spell out words for your child, we always encourage them to sound it out and have a go 

themselves first.  

 

Spelling practice – spelling sheets as an attachment  

Week 1 House, our, all, when, five, ride, like, slide  

Week 2 See, tree, green, week, car, start, park, garden  
Week 3 June, rude, use, tube, home, those, woke, slope  
Week 4 Very, happy, funny, family, kit, skin, Kent, sketch  
Week 5 Dolphin, phonics, elephant, phone, when, wheel, 

which, where  
 



Maths 

Daily Warm Ups  At school we usually warm up every day with a quick counting activity – video or using objects 
to count 

 Flash card the numbers 1-20 (out of sequence) can extended to 50/100 

 Lots of games on top marks - https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/5-7-
years/counting   

 Guess the missing number – make number line 1-20 with cards and hide some 
numbers – can extend to 50/100 

 Say one (or two) more or more less than a given number 

 Show me – using your fingers – i.e. show me 7 fingers 

 Jack Hartmann counting videos to 100, in 10s, 2s, 5s, backwards, etc 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCVcQH8A634mauPrGbWs7QlQ  

Week 1 
 
Counting in 10’s 

 

 Learn to count in 10’s up to 100+ 
 Great song to help - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W8CEOlAOGas  
 Make card 10, 20, 30, 40 etc to 100.  Practise ordering and saying the numbers. 

 Can they count in 10s as they walk up the stairs, into the garden, around a room 

 Group obejcts into groups of 10s (lego, stones, etc) – how many all together by counting in 10s  

 Place value game to practice counting in 10s then 1s https://www.topmarks.co.uk/learning-to-
count/place-value-basketball  

 Start to practice counting in 2s and 5s 

 

Week 2 
 
Make equal 
groups  
 
Add equal 
groups  

 Using lego, stones, forks, shoes, flower, etc collect a group of objects and ask the 
children to put them into equal groups, could be 2, 3, 4, 5, 10 etc  

 Ask the children what groups they have put the objects into – ask how they know they 
are equal groups, what other groups could they put these into? 

 Ask children to make equal groups then use repeated addition to count how many 
objects they have eg 3+3+3+3=  

 Ask the children to find equal groups around the house eg shoes, pillows, knives and 
forks etc  

 Form sentences such as – There are 12 altogether. There are 3 equal groups of 4.  
 

Week 3  
 
Making arrays  
 
Doubling 

 Use objects around the house and make equal groups again but now ask them to 
arrange the equal groups in an array  

    
 Ask the children to look for different obejcts they could put into an array 

 Practice repeating addition for their arrays – eg for the cows 2+2+2+2+2  
 

 Video for learning doubles to 10 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8jOzhiACB68  
 

 Use paint to create a butterfly and add spots to one wing then fold the paper in half 
and see what double you have made  

 

Week 4  
 
Find half 
 

 Use cakes, sandwiches, playdough, printed shapes, etc and ask the children to cut, 
these into half talking about equal parts and sharing between 2. Talk about how both 
people would want an equal half of the cake.  

 Use drawn shapes or awkward shaped foods and ask the children to again cut these in 
half or 2 equal groups – talk about what happens when the food or shape is a awkward 

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/5-7-years/counting
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/5-7-years/counting
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCVcQH8A634mauPrGbWs7QlQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W8CEOlAOGas
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/learning-to-count/place-value-basketball
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/learning-to-count/place-value-basketball
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8jOzhiACB68


shape or not even.  

 Explore cutting different shapes in half – circle, square, etc – can the children name all 
of the shapes? 

 Line of symmetry game - https://www.topmarks.co.uk/symmetry/symmetry-matching  

 Move away from shapes now and give children 4 objects and ask them to split the 
objects in half – some might try to half all objects – stop them and explain that we can 
cut some objects in half, so we need to half the number of objects 

 

 You might want to take this opportunity to talk about time with your child. Start to 
introduce o’clock and half past times – practice this throughout the day – have a clock 
at their level for them to practice telling you when it’s a o’clock time or half past. 
Children could even wear a watch all day 

Week 5  
 
Find a quarter  

 Repeat most activities from last week but talk about quarters and these meaning we 
need to cut things into 4 equal groups 

 Talk about a quarter being half and half again (Cut a playdough cake into half then each 
half in half again) 

 Can they make 4 equal groups? Is this harder than cutting things in half and into 2 
equal groups? Why/Why not? 

 Again move away from just pictures and ask the children to split objects into quarters – 
eg- 8 apples into 4 groups of 2. 

 http://resources.hwb.wales.gov.uk/VTC/ngfl/ngfl-flash/fractions/fractions.html - 
introduces thirds - year 1 do not need to know thirds so you could do this question 
with them – try all levels 1-3  

 

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/symmetry/symmetry-matching
http://resources.hwb.wales.gov.uk/VTC/ngfl/ngfl-flash/fractions/fractions.html

